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CHAIl RMA NREBORT to- MEMBERS at the AGM (27/5/18)

Greetings Members

Writing a Chairmands Report for the Annua
over the past twelve months and below is a summary of what occurred. Ihembusmyoyear

but hopefully for the majority of ydun, interesting and maybe sometimes challenging in
learning that special new dance or formation.

While | was not able to be present at our Caloundra Weekend of Dance in June, lagidyear
hear lotof reports about the weekend. My thanks must go to Cathy McLeod who at the last
possible minute took my place in making announcements (particularly the fire drill) and in
general just making sure that the weekend went as had been planned. Théeikitghtbduse
were a highlight of Sunday and the morning tea that followed, | was led to believe, was exce

Followed quickly on from the weekend in Caloundra, 16 dancers participated in a display of
several dances during Tartan Day in King Geomgage. This year was sunny with lots of

appreciation from the audience with several enquiries about the various classes throughout
Brisbane. After dancing we all enjoyed some fellowship having lunch nearby. Thank you to
everyone who was there. Withostu we coul dndt possi bly ho

Il n early October | ast vyear, Greg & Naree
few in number, the tour was very successful. The tour culminated ih Arend@rsary Ball

which was heloh the CCSA Hall, Nutley Street Caloundra. Emma Nixon & lain Mckenzie
provided the music and everyone including our guests from overseas and interstate seemec
themselves. During the night of the Ball survey sheets were handed out and whaeawesp
had to our 3 questions. The majority of those who completed the surveys agreed that an inc
in entrance fees would be acceptable if live music is provided. We are taking on board the
various suggestions regarding timing of events and prograemt.
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At the St Andr e wi®BNoverBGderp GathynMclLesdovad awwdrdedban RICBS
Headquarters Branch Award. To receive a Branch Awetipients will have upheld the
objectives of the Society over a period of years, shown sustained@iahakcommitment to
the promotion of Scottish Country Dancing, been responsible for some notable achieveme
relation to Scottish Country Dancing and/or its music.

Cathy is and has always been ready to advise, help and teach when calleéwepon
complains and has a strong sense of duty to the Society and also to the Queensland Bran
Cathy hasoeen a committeddanser nce t he ear |l y 19 dutidghead nd
and soul I nto the Queensl| an dntsisrcansiderhable Th
including teaching, tutoring, organising, and convening.

Cathydos enthusiasm and passion is a wonde
that Cathy richly deserves this Award. Congratulations Cathy.

The Queensland &ehers Support Group held Days of Dance in May and October 2017 and

April and May this year. Many thanks must go to Deanne Corps for her wisdom, her patienc
and energy in facilitating these days. It is sad that Deanne has had to stand down from the
postion of QTSG facilitator, and we do thank her most sincerely for all her efforts.

The U3A Class now has a firm following in the Redlands and allowing for the school holiday
breaks, there is a very regular attendance by those who first started @ ySaxee new
dancers have joined the class and there is reguiaBlg&s every Monday afternoon.

The Intermediatéddvanced Class held every Monday night at the Communify Hall, Love Stre
Fortitude Valley continues to be well attendeddgdgmne Grps andCathy McLeod leading the
class with myself, Desley Buttgvhitehouse & Connie Witt as relief teachers when needed. T
aim of this class is to develop and improve technique as well as creating an opportunity for
anyone who is a teacher or issatgring becoming a teacher whether fully qualified or not.

The Northside Branch c¢cl ass which commence
This class meets every Wednesday night (except for the month of October) at the Wonargo
Hall, Flower Street Northgate.

In December a Day of Dance was organised to look at the dances that Francis Walduck hac
written that had not beenlgished It was a highly successful day with many dancers attending
and with several teachers walking throagh dance in separate sections of the hall, we manac
to dance all the dances at least twice through. Another day followed in daanaaglditional

6 dancesiad beefound and every dance has now been checked and apartypngrgome of
them thewre almost ready for publication. Thank you to everyone who participated in creati
these books. Special thanks must go to Cathy McLeod for organising both days.
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Whilst being unable to attend the Opening Social'toAddl, | am led to believe th# was a
great afternoon. Thank you to everyone on the Committee who stepped in at the last minut
took my place as MC andceapper. What a team we make!

Thanks must go to Greg Paulsen who has very ably been our Ramble Editor and who has re
his position. We wish you all the best for your travels to parts unknown.

The 20182019 year will have Examinations oniSeptember where 4 candidates will sit for
Units 1, 2 & 3. We wish them the very best for the day and | am sure that the lantveledg
gain during this process will enhance their teaching skills and encourage them to further tt
studies in Scottish Country Dancing.

AND SI NCE the AGM...

The 2018 weekend of dance in Caloundra was held frtmB84June. Marney Wilson
taughtthe Saturday classes while Ros McKie presented a skills course-¢ertrfarated
teachers. 't was a fun we ¥k lead ldst minui issuesr
with musicians being sicbutBruce Mitchellstepped up at the last minubeenhough he
had just returned the previous day from a holiday in Scotl@hdnk youBruce!

The Queensland Teachers Support Group will meet again in October this year with days it
April and May to follow next year.

The closing social for 2018 will be hedd24"Nov e mber at The Newmar
dancing year with a night of dancing, enjoying the music provided by |&reivateand
Emma Nixon conversation, laughter and fun.

Membership currently stands at 105 including 2 Life Memmetls somenembers still to
renew. It seems that our recent advertising is encouraging new people into dancing whict
having an effect on Membership numbers.

In closing | would like to thank all teachers and support personnel who either teach or
organise halls;ollect moey,rear r ange furnitur e, make cup,
exist.

To the team on the Branch Commi&@ehuge thank you to you all for giving up your time,
imparting wisdom when needed and forever being reliable when called upaw Wiee
myself as Chairman, Judith Howletice Chairman, Bryan HackerSecretary, Connie

Witt d Treasurer and Membership, Cathy McLédgvents Caprdinator, Committee members
Erin McKenna, Zoe Bloesch and Trevor Baque with Julie Attwood as Ramtie @thank

you to Desley Buttelhitehouse, Greg Paulsen and Jenny Morris for their contributions
during this past year, all of whom retired from their various positions.
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Wit hout you all, we woul dnot be
past twelve months with much more to accomplish in the year ahead.

moingitheg f

Thank you to our members, for without you the Queensland Branch would not exist. We &
part of an International Society that has benefits far beyond just learning how to dance.
Benefits such as good health, both physical and mental, travel, and lastly friendships that

support you through the good and tough times.

Heather Heron
Chairman

YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE FOR 2eA@19

Chairman Heather Heron 07 3266 9131
Vice Chairman Judith Howlett 07 3208 1722
Secretary Bryan Hacker 07 3374 1468
Treasurer Connie Witt 0431 015 269
Membership Secretary | Connie Witt 0431 015 269
Events Coordinator Cathy McLeod 07 3288 2248
Committee Members Trevor Baque 07 3379 6200

Zoe Bloesch 0419 143 374

Erin McKenna

0412 091 220

New Memberships & Subscription Renewals to:

Please address all correspondence
(other than newsletter items) to:

The SecretaryO
RSCDS QLD Branch
PO Box 58,
Kenmore, QLD, 4069

Email: queensland@rscds.org.au
Website: www.rscds.org.au

fScotRamhl ed it ems
Julie Attwood: jma57@me.com

Connie Witt email: gldmembers@rscds.org.au, _ _
or: PO Box 58, Kenmore, Qld 4069 Closing date for the next Ramble is
14" September 2018
RSCDS QLD BRANCH CALENDAR 02018

Dates Times Event Location

Classes

Mondays 5.30pm i 6:45pm Branch Elementary Communify Hall,

9 April to (Break 6:4571 7pm) Class 10 Love St, Spring Hill

3 December Contact gueensland@rscds.org.au

Mondays 7:00pm i 9.00pm Branch Communify Hall,

5 March to Intermediate/Advanced 10 Love St, Spring Hill

3 December Class Contact queensland@rscds.org.au
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Wednesdays
8 February to
28 November
(NOT OCTOBER)

7.30pm 1 9.30pm

Branch Northside
Class

Wonargo Revue Scout Hall,
Flower St, Northgate,

Lesley Buchanan 0413 115 248
or Jim Walters 3204 4444

Events

1071 11 September

for exam candidates -
helpers needed

Monday 16 July 5:30pm and 7pm Debbie Roxburgh (NZ) | Love Street

Tuesday 17 July 7:30pm Teachmg at Class/Club St Philipés
evenings

Wednesday 18 July | 7:30pm (more on page 13) Northside

Saturday 21 July 1pm for 1:30pm Tartan Day King George Square
(more on page 7)

Monday & Tuesday | Details on page 8 Exam Workshop Maleny Community Hall

RSL Hall, Maleny

Friday
14 September

5:30pm 1 9:30pm

Helen Russell (HQ)
Meet and greet, plus
teaching a General
Class (more on page 9)

The Newmarket (Communify Hall),
212 Ashgrove Ave, Newmarket

17 September

Beginners Class at Love
St (more on page 9)

Monday 12:30pm 1 4pm Teachers Exams Communify Hall
17 September Helpers needed 10 Love Street, Spring Hill

(more on page 13) Contact queensland@rscds.org.au
Monday 5:30pm i 7pm Helen Russell (HQ) Communify Hall

10 Love Street, Spring Hill
Contact queensland@rscds.org.au

Tuesday 7:30pm i 9:30pm Helen Russell (HQ) St Philipds. Hal
18 September Teaching an Advanced Emperor Street,
Class (more on page 9) | Annerley

24 November

Closing Social

Monday 9:30am 1 3:30pm QTSG Workshop Communify Hall

1 October (Queenods (Queensland Teachers 10 Love Street, Spring Hill
Support Group) Contact queensland@rscds.org.au
(more on page 13)

Saturday 7pm for 7:30pm St Andr ewds | The Newmarket (Communify Hall),

212 Ashgrove Ave, Newmarket

Queensland Club Events 2018

Beginners sessions

Tuesday TBA Bundaberg 26 Skyring Street,

24 July Mid-year Dance Bundaberg

Saturday 1:30pm 1 5:00pm Gold Coast Maher Hall,

18 August Touch of Tartan Tea Dance Matilda Street, Burleigh Heads
Saturday 1:00 for 1:30pm Nambour Palmwoods Memorial Hall,

25 August Afternoon Tea Dance Main St, Palmwoods

Saturday 7pm T 10:00pm Gold Coast Maher Hall,

3 November Summer Ball Matilda Street, Burleigh Heads
Saturday TBA Maleny

1% December Maleny

(Provisional date. End of Year Social

To be confirmed)

Sunday 6pm i 10:00pm Gold Coast Maher Hall,

9 December Christmas Dinner and Dance Matilda Street, Burleigh Heads
Tuesday TBA Bundaberg 26 Skyring Street, Bundaberg
11 December Christmas Party

Thursdays 6:00pm Gold Coast Maher Hall,

Matilda Street, Burleigh Heads
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CLASSES AND CLUB CONTACTS

Club Night Place Club Contact Phone
Atherton Wednesday St Joseph&ds Ch | Kylie Akers 0417007432
7:30pm pakers@bigpond.net.au
Ballina, NSW Tuesday Presbyterian Church Hall, Elspeth Lacey 0416 150 150
4:007 6:00pm Crane Street, Ballina
Bundaberg Tuesday Bundaberg Revival Janet Oliver 07 4159 0013 or
Ladies Step Fellowship Hall, Mob 0407 034 241
Dance 6:30 to 26 Skyring Street,
7:00pm Bundaberg Website:
Beginners SCD www.ja0392.wix.com/
7:00-8:00pm, bundy-scot-dancers
Intermediate/Adv
SCD 8:00-9:00pm
Cleveland Friday St James®6 Angl | RondaOvenden 07 3207 7136
7:30pm Church Hall, Website:
17 Station St, www.scdcleveland.
Wellington Point weebly.com
Gold Coast Thursday Maher Hall,Matilda Dorothy 07 5578 8497
7:00pm Street, Burleigh Heads Merriman Mob 0409 285 080
Graceville Friday St Johnds Angl | HelenDraper 07 3379 7141
7:30pm i 9:30 Church Hall,
California Rd, Oxley
Graceville Thursday St Johnds Angl | Cathy McLeod 07 3288 2248
9:30am i 12:00 Church Hall,
California Rd, Oxley
Gympie Wednesday Nashville Scouts Complex, Kay Callen 07 5482 9414
7:00pm Bachelor Road, Gympie Ann Johnston Mob 0407 242 677
07 5482 1170
Maleny Monday Presbyterian Church Hall, Dorothy Woods 07 5494 3671
7:00 - 9:00pm Cedar St, Maleny Helen Jackson 07 5445 7845
Maryborough Wednesday Uniting Church Hall, Margaret Johnston | Email:
7:00pm Sussex St, Maryborough maggeej@gmail.com
Nambour Thursday QCWA Hall,Gshort Street, Paul a 06 S| 075476 4976
7:00pm Nambour
Noosa U3A MondayO Masonic Hall, Joanne Kjorstad 07 5447 1938
9:00 - 11:0am Moorindil Street, Tewantin
Northside Branch | Wednesday Wonargo Revue Scout Hall, Lesley Buchanan 0413 115 248
Class 7:30 - 9:30pm Flower St, Northgate or Jim Walters
(NOT OCTOBER) 07 3204 4444
Schiehallion Monday Uniting Church, Paul Smith 0410 588 281
7:00 - 9:00pm Pope St, Tarragindi Denise Smith 0439 270 191
St Philips Tuesday St Philips Hall,O Desley Butters- 07 3349 3006
7:30pm Emperor Street, Annerley Whitehouse
The Gap Thursday Memorial Hall,GGlory St, Jim Nixon 0401 267 221
7:30-10:00pm Ashgrove West jimnixon@optusnet.com.
au
The Glen TuesdayO Memorial Hall (Supper Room) | Bev Melville 07 5432 4815
Caboolture U3A 6:30 - 8:30pm King St, Caboolture Or text 0410 293 466
(School Terms)
Toowoomba Friday Holy Trinity Church Hall, Margaret Connell 07 4614 0423
7:30pm Cnr Hume & Potter Sts, margaret_c@netspace.
Toowoomba net,au
Townsville Monday Suburban Bowls Club Leigh Winsor (P) 0428 735 516
7:30 - 9:30pm Charters Towers Rd Kay Winsor (S) 0405 193 522
Hermit Park
Townsville Monday The Upstairs Hall Margaret Silke (T) | 07-4771 6115
7:30-9:30pm Suburban Bowling Club Kay Winsor (S) Mob: 0431434579
5 Carr Street 07-47733482
Hermit Park Mob: 0405193522
Wellington Point Monday St James Anglican Church Heather Heron 07 3266 9131
U3A 1:00 - 3:00 pm Hall, Station Street, 0402 408 905

Wellington Point.
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RSCDS Queensland Branch has a Facebook group!
It is called Scottish Country Dancing QueenslaRECDS
Please like and follow the page for information about past and upcoming event
If you have any photos of recent events ymuld like posted on the page, please
email them to Zoe Bloesch abe.bloeschl@gmail.comith a short
description.
We look forward to conneictg with you on this platform

Tartan Day 2018

Tartan Day, to be held in King George Square, Brisbane, this year is scheduled for Saturday 21 July.

We have been asked to put on some demonstration dances and those planning to join in the dancing should
be there at 1pm, with dancing scheduled for 1:30pm.

The dances selected are Clutha, Byron StrathspeyandDe 6 i | A ma n g Theseare Wedl-knbvn dances
and you are encouraged to come and join in the dancing (there will be a walk-through before the
demonstration in case you are unsure!).

For further information, please contact Cathy McLeod, pczb@bigpond.net.au, phone 3288 2248.

DANCE SHOES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS.:

. Address Web address / email Phone
Supplier _— —_
PW Dance & Unit 4/1326 Boundary Rd,
—S ortswear Wacol Old 4076 hazel@pwdancewear.com.au 07 3271 1935

We stock Highland and Split Soles

Suebds Shagc
The Dance. 871_Old Cleveland Road, vaw.suesshop.com.au 07 3398 5106
— Carina Old 4152 info@suesshop.com.au —_—
Wearhouse

Shop 5/112 Coonan Street,
Also Indooroopilly_Old 4068 07 3378 3502
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Everything for Dancers

76 Celandine Street http://Scottish-dance-shoes.com | 07 3209 7006
Shailer Park Qld 4128 pauldenise3@bigpond.com 0439 270 191

P & D Smith

Denise and Paul Smith are long term Qld RSCDS Branch members as
all Scottish @enmmyec er s wi t h a fast, relia
brand of SCD shoes, from the factory in Scotland.

HEALTH BENEFITS OF SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING T RSCDS

In May 2014, Headquarters produced the following article:

It is well established that participation in adequate amounts of regular physical activity can improve health and
reduce the risk of premature death by helping to; achieve and maintain a healthy body weight; lower blood
cholesterol; reduce blood pressure in people who already have hypertension (high blood pressure); improve
self-esteem and reduce feelings of stress, anxiety, depression; build and maintain healthy bones, muscles,
and joints; and keep older adults physically strong and better able to move about without falling or becoming
too tired.

Regular physical activity can also help to reduce the risk of; heart disease; stroke; having a second heart
attack in people who have already had one; developing high blood pressure; developing type 2 diabetes;
devel oping colon cancer and possibly other cancers,;

The Governments of the UK, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and USA recognising the importance of
encouraging regular physical activity have all produced comprehensive physical activity guidelines for their
citizens. The medical profession, especially General Practitioners, has a major role in promoting regular
physical activity in the population.

Which type of physical activity should people choose? A study from the University of Strathclyde, in 2010,
showed Scottish country dancing to be superior to other forms of physical activity in building levels of fitness.
A Canadian study found Scottish country dancing to be superior to folk and square dancing, and research from
the University of Cumbria, published in January 2014, suggests that participation in Scottish country dancing
could reduce the ageing process. It also helps to prevent dementia through the complex interplay of cognitive
skills needed to memorise steps and formations, interaction with other dancers, and the effect of dance music
on the mind. The social aspect of Scottish country dancing develops a sense of community and enjoyment,
which encourages continued participation, and long term involvement, and is linked with good health, a
positive attitude and longevity.

The benefits of Scottish country dance have been recognised by the Scottish Parliament which supported a
motion, in 2012, welcoming the Royal Sgottish Countr

| thought that this article was worth including in the Ramble because of the positive comments made and the
fact that dancing greatly helps our mental and physical health. In particular it is Scottish Country Dancing that
is specifically being mentioned.

Heather Heron
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Workshop for exam candidates in Maleny
Monday 18" i Tuesday 11 September

The Queensland Branch is holding a Workshop in Maleny for the exam candidates one week before the
exams. The exam candidates (Connie, Margie, Mary 8addra), together with the dancers in their Unit 2 set,
will be attending.

We would also like dancers from Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast to come each afternoon to assist th
candidates by being fistoogeso.

Where: Monday 18" September, 1:30 4:30pm inthe Community Hall, 23 Maple St, Maleny
Tuesdayl1™ September, 1:30 4:30pm in the RSL Halll. Bunya St, Maleny

PLEASE COME IF YOU CAN TO ASSIST OUR FUTURE TEACHERS.

THE SESSIONS ARE FREE!
AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED

You may join us at the Maleny Hotel affer a bite to eat before you head home (not free!).
For more details, please contact Heather Heron (3266 91&dlmron@iinet.net.au

Come and meet the Chairman of thd&kRSCDS

The Chairman of the RSCDS, HelRussell, is visiting from Scotland, in her capacity as examiner.
While she is here, she will be holding two classes for you all to attend:
Meet and Greet Helen Russell: Friday 14/9/18, 5:30ph80pmat The NewmarketBYO dinner.
General class:Friday14/9/18, 7:30 9:30pm at The Newmarket, 212 Ashgrove Ave, Newmarket.
Beginners Class: Monday 17/9/18, 5:30pimpm at Love St
Advanced classTuesday 18/9/18, 7:3093 0p m at St Phil i pds, Empe

All welcome

On Friday, the Graceville drCleveland classes will not be held at their usual venues, so that we can all con
and enj oy |Dthérdamcrs areadsaveekame.
The class on Tuesday will be more advanded. you feel you arendét an ac
watch.
Admission $5 for each class, and please bring a plate to share for supper.

For more details, please contact Heather Heron (3266 91&fhmron@iinet.net.au

Vale Sam Heron

The Queensland Branch lost one of its grandest and

most gracious members on 17 April this year when

Sam Heron passed away in The Wesley Hospital,
following the rapid onset of a form of leukaemia, of
which he had been aware for some years, though in a
much milder state.
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Sam served on the Branch Committee in many and varied capacities, most notably as Chairman for
six consecutive years from 1992. Sam also served on the Queensland Winter School Committee as
Joint Treasurer for the 2001 celebration, but was more widely known as Mr Fixit in the tall green hat!

Heather met Sam in 1988, and | am told she skulldragged him along to the Clan Mackenzie Ball
(almost like Eve tempting Adam in the Garden of Eden, with similar consequences), and the rest is
history, as Sam had not been the slightest bit interested in SCD prior to that. He then was Chairman

of Clan Mackenzie for a number of years.

Heather and Sam were regular broadcasters on 4EB radio, hosting the Scottish programmes on
Thursday and Sunday afternoons. Sam was also the editor of a Monday newsletter containing
interesting Scottish titbits and many funny jokes, which had an email circulation in the hundreds.

Being one of na temn B5anwas aways availaple tot | e m
offer assistance when and where required - nothing was too much

trouble - whether it was moving tables and chairs for functions, as a ‘
JP witnessing Statutory Declaratio Mr
Friday night classes for the Cleveland SCDer s and Heat herj A v

classes, to name just a few.

Sam was born in Stranraer, Scotland, on 1 October 1942, and migrated with hi faily to Australia,
arriving on 22 May 1956. Exactly 62 years later to the day, a memorial service was held for Sam at
the Ashgrove Bowls Club, attended by over 200 family and friends. In 2001, to commemorate the
passing of a friend, Sam had written a dance called Our Missing Friend, a seven person dance,
leaving vacant the third man position. A set from the Cleveland SCDers danced this in his honour at
the celebration of his I|ife, followed by many
Byron Strathspey, and Seton s Ceilidh Band.

Sam is sorely and sadly missed by many people. His kind do not come along all that often. | reckon
he will still be doing his minimum of 14,000 steps per day in his own little corner of heaven.
Rest In peace, Sam, my good friend.

Geoff Thompson
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Four VERY IMPORTANT things | learned from Sam Heron

Sam Heron was an optimist, a stryteller and a good listener.
When you were with him, it was almastpossible NOT to be an optimist and a fellow gtelter, but it was
totally impossible not to listen to the wonderful stories he told about his life, or about life in general. So he
are the four most important things that | learned through spending countless hours in his company:

1. Tell your children that you are proud of them. Sam told a great story from his childhood about being
the bestfloos weeper i n t he f &dmeveldyone that sBeawaHse prond df hine blecatise
he was such a good flesweeper. As a result, Sam always kept the floors spétledst a con job!
Sam continued the tradition by telling everyone how proud he was of his daughter Michelle. In fe
when any of Samés friends met her, the first t
(me included!). And of course, Michelle deserveidshe was just living up to his praise.

2. Listen to ot heifyopeeeded am éas, assld iod i ted. Sam fADo you

would reply #fl have the rest of my 1|ife. Ho
the greatest storyteller, and you never knew what you were going to learn from one of his stories. W
theQd Branch ran the Childrenbés Cl ass, and we

Sam to calm the seething mass by telling them a stabout Christmas in Scotland, Easter in Scotland,
in fact anything about Scotlanid whatever the topic, Sarhad a story, and could keep them all
entertained. Zoe remembers him telling them that for special treats they would have oatcakes. So
were oatcakes once for afternoon tethe children were not impressed! But they had a much bette!
understandingf the hard life in the Scotland of old.

3. Be optimistic. Sam was the most optimistic person | have ever met. If you were feeling down, Se
could be relied upon to cheer you up, and you never left feeling down! He would not hear of anye
being negatie, and he could turn any negative into a positive. In fact, how annoying it was if you ju
wanted to have a bit of a whinge, and he woul

4. Flexibility is a strength. This is the most important one for me. Whenever circumstances change
and original pl ans were thrown into chaos, S
flexibility is a strength. People who canot
they think they ar e bhaveralgaysbeen fierilde, butd nevet reabsgdithatat
was a strength. | do now, thanks to Sam.

Thank you Sami for your stories and your wisdom
(and | must remember to tell my kids how proud of them | am!)

Cathy McLeod

Sam Heronés Guoom2@eMapr at i

Tuesday 22" May was the day when so many of Sam Heronos
Bowls Club to wish him a last farewell. There must have been well over 200 present, including some from

Nambour and Gympie as wellas nort her n NS W! Sambébs daughter Michell
guests and telling us about Sambés | ife, from early
Australia. Heat her Heron foll owed, b ot hracternapdhgaesti s i

optimism, through to his final days.
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Then a group of dancer < ~0m*‘§%m"§i Cfub
Cleveland, danced the seven-person dance Our | ot }

Missing Friend, shown in the photo. This dance
was devised by Sam himself, and published in
2001. This was followed by a full five sets dancing
Sambés t hr eel Tri@w @avaria,tBgren
StrathspeyandSet onds Cei |l i dh

After the dancing, delicious refreshments were
served and everyone appreciated the opportunity
to meet friends for a chat.

Bryan Hacker

FROM THE EDITOR

Hello Readers

Well here goes my second edition of the Scottish Ramble. | hope everyone read with
enjoyment the news from all the Clubs in Queensland in the last Ramble. Unfortunately for

me, | have had to move to the Gold Coast to assist a friend and so my dancing opportunities
have been reduced somewhat. Whenever | can though, | will travel back to Brisbane so

that | can enjoy the company of the wonderful people in the Graceville Club and the
expertise of teacher Cathy McLeod.

| believ e that there are more and more people becoming aware of and joining Clubs to learn

Scottish Country Dancing across Queensland. It is great to especially see people of the older

generation becoming fit and active through dancing, and seeing the smile on th eir face as
they are learning the moves of a new dance or doing one they know and love.

Many people will be aware that some dancers are going to Scotland in August this year.
What a great experience to go to the place where it all began , to learn how the Scots do
things ,and catchupwitht he latest tradition s.

| look forward to the full report the next edition of the Scottish Ramble. In the meantime, |
wish them all the best with their adventures in the beautiful Scottish highlands.

Julie Attwood
(imattwood@icloud.com )
Telephone 0417 770681

OUR PRECIOUS KNEES

One of the first signs of problems in our dancing careers i y e s , l etds think of
Dancing as a career i is when our knees begin to ache. Instead of blaming our knees, we need to
look at our whole body, particularly focussing on where our knees fit into the picture.

Our knees are important critical or pivotal hinge joints between our upper and lower legs. They act
like hinges of a door in addition to allowing slight movement for twisting and turning. Think of our
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knees are being in the middle of a kinetic chain i.e. movements coming from below (foot and ankle
joints) or above (hip and pelvis joints) pass into the knee.

Any dysfunction in the hip and pelvis or poor ankle and foot function places undue pressure on your

knees.

So before you consider retiring from dancing (well before you need to) seek professional

advice. The answer may be a simple matter of supporting your feet with orthotics, preferably made to
measure, to remove twisting of knee.

The overall aim of any treatment is to take pressure off the joint thus preventing needless further
wear and tear damage - and allowing the knee to heal.

(Source: Your Chiropractor November/December 2017)

There is always a need for more teachers of Scottish country

1.

Your Branch is doing many things this year to support teacher
training:
Exams: Four teachers are training to become qualified ‘
RSCDS teachers, and will be examined by two examiners, SCOTTISH
one from Scotland and one from Australia, on Monday 17" COUNTRY
September, 2018. Stooges needed at Love St from 12.30pm :
o Aom! ~ DANCE
| TEACHERS
Pre-exam workshop in Maleny Monday 10/9/18 i Tuesday

MORE TEACHERS, PLEASE!

dancing, and the rewards are great!

11/9/18: There will be a Workshop for the candidates in

Maleny the week before the exams. Stooges needed! See REWARD
the next Ramble for more details. Accommodation is . 4 '

available if required.

The Queensland Teachers Support Group: Workshops are held on Monday public holidays at the
Communify Hall, Love St, Spring Hill, from 10am to 3pm.

Monday 1/10/18: Topic: Dances from the new RSCDS book (Book 52). Workshop will be run by Paul
and Denise Smith. All welcome! This will be after the exams i no stooges needed!

What can | do to help?

1.
2.

Come to the above events when stooges are required i the candidates need to practice on you!

Join the Branch, and encourage others to do so too. As well as receiving this Ramble, a portion of your
subscription goes to Scotland to use for publishing music, and instructions, as well as for education.
For example, the examiners are coming to Brisbane AT NO COST TO US'i Scotland pays.

What are the rewards?

1.
2.

More teachers means more dancing classes for you to go to.

When you support our teachers, they feel appreciated for the countless hours that they spend
preparing lessons so that you can dance.

More teachers means that the current teachers can have a standby teacher to help them.
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Visit by Debbie Roxburgh

Debbie RoxburghScottsh Country Dancing teacher frolew Zealand will be visiting Queenslandfter the
end ofthe Hunter Valleywinter Schooin July.

Debbie has kindly agreed to teach at the Love Street classes (starting 5:30pm and Intermediate Adve
at7pm) on Monday @ Jul y, at St Ph " hnd dNdrtesideoan Wednesday"8yly, Hoth
starting 7:30pm.

Do come along all dancers welcome.

Bryan Hacker

Caloundra Weekend

Our Caloundra Weekend was held from 1% to 3" June, and what fun it was! About 45
people attended, including dancers, teachers and Musicians, with commuters coming
from the nearby hills and those staying in cabins from Brisbane and further afield,
including a group from Coffs Harbour.

Thanks go to Cathy McLeod and Connie Witt, who were responsible for most of the organising. A
very special thank you also to Bruce Mitchell i owing to Emma Nixon finding herself unwell on the
Saturday she was unable to play for the group that evening, and Bruce Mitchell said YES, despite
having arrived back from Scotland the previous day! Also, sadly, Calum Marquis, through illness,
was unable to play for the weekend, but a good selection of digital music in part made up for his
absence.

at the Caloundra Waterfront Holiday Park, the staff of |
whi ch made us especially}@
backdé <card, compl ete with ==
logo, in each cabin as well as notices at reception. == =
The cabins were very comfortable and several had
an outstanding view of the sea, where residents were £
able to watch the gulls and pelicans i especially
appropriate for a function entited Gone F!i s hi

Dancing was at the CCSA Hall in Nutley Street, which was decorated appropriately in a fishing
theme, this only about a kilometre from the Waterfront Holiday Park. Here a light meal was provided
on Friday night, along with a sumptuous lunch and evening
me a | on t he Saturday, al | pr o
Dancing included evening Socials on both Friday and Saturday.
The dance class on Saturday morning was led by Marney
Wilson (shown with Heather Heron and Cathy McLeod in Janie
Fountainds photo) from the Hunt
challenging dances, which were enjoyed by all. This was
foll owed dhags inathe affemmco@ A separate group,
. aiming to develop and improve their teaching skills, participated
in a Workshop led by Ros McKie. Both groups joined in the
evenings for the socials, where all the dances had something to

do with fishing or the sea.

The Scottish Ramble June 2018 Page 14



On the Sunday many of the group drove up the
range to the Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve to
enjoy a delicious morning tea at the café. To
complete a wonderful weekend of dancing, two
sets danced the dance Drunken Sailor on the
grass, to the astonishment of onlookers!

You can be sure there will be a comparable
weekend in 2019, perhaps in Caloundra or
perhaps further south. Information will be made
available through Scottish Ramble and our i : :
website, so next year be sure to say Yes! as our dancmg Weekends are great fun and somethlng to
look forward to.

Bryan Hacker

MEMBERSHIP, RENEWAL AND MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

Dancers are encouraged to join the Queensland Branch of RSCDS in support of the world-wide
culture of Scottish Country Dancing and also because i as members i fees for local events, such as
our Opening Social, are often waived or reduced. Our membership year is from 1st April to 31st
March and a good proportion of our members have already renewed. It is also encouraging that
quite a few newer dancers have also joined up.

On receiving relevant information from our Branch, Members are allocated a Membership Number.
In the past, a new number was provided each year, but a few years ago RSCDS in Edinburgh
decided that Membership Numbers allocated from that time would be permanent and Members would
be provided with a blue card with those details (which are also held by the Committee). So, if you
have a RSCDS Card, make sure you dondét | ose it!

Bryan Hacker

Secretary

RSCDS Queensland Branch
Phone 07 3374 1468

A busy year for our aspiring teachers

Four of our less-experienced teachers are working hard this year, improving their skills as they head towards
exam-time in September. There are five units leading towards full qualification (the first three units leading to
Teaching Certificate Part 1). Our candidates, Connie Witt, Margie Bond, Mary Mullins and Sandra Bell, will all
be taking Unit 2 and all except Sandra (who passed Unit 3 last year in Scotland) will also be taking Unit 3. In
Australia, Units 2, 3 and 5 are required to be examined by two
examiners, one from Scotland, and one from Australia or New
Zealand. In Australia exams are held once every three years
and this year we are looking forward to the visit of Helen
Russell, RSCDS Chairman, who will be the visiting examiner.
Anne Kennedy, from Sydney, is the Australian examiner. In
addition, both Margie and Mary will be taking the Unit 1 written
exam in October. The travel costs for the examiners are paid
by RSCDS Headquarters in Scotland. The process and
requirements might seem to be unnecessarily rigorous, but the
benefits are that one can travel to so many countries world-
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wide and enjoy dance instructions using the same terminology and methodology as we are used to here in
Brisbane.

Teaching Certificate Part 1 includes 3 Units, as indicated above.

Unit 1 Candidates study, mostly on their own. The manual of Scottish Country Dancing (a 250-page
document) is the source for information. Unit 1 exams (2 hours) are held twice a year on the same day
worldwide.

Unit 2 is aimed at Practical Dancing. There are 12 prescribed dances i including 4 reels, 4 jigs and 4
strathspeys. Candidates are asked to dance some or all of these 12 dances, after providing a recap,
twice through. They may also be required to perform some steps, as required by the examiners (e.g.,
set for 2, set advancing for 2, travel for 4).

Unit 3 is aimed at Teaching. Candidates are required to teach a step to beginners, then teach 16 bars to an
intermediate level class. Stooges are required to act as beginners, then quickly transform into
intermediate dancers! The candidates will be given their assignment a few days before.

Much of this year i both through QTSG and Monday Classes at Love Street - there has been a strong
emphasis on helping our aspiring teachers, with Deanne Corps, Cathy McLeod and Heather Heron giving
gui dance. For both training and the exams themse
and 6do what they ar eavdgeremly been clode fonwo setslfilling this rbles which tas
been an interesting experience for all who participated.

Bryan Hacker and Cathy McLeod
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NAMBOUR SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS
Invite you to an
AFTERNOON TEA DANCE
at PALMWOODS MEMORIAL HALL
SATURDAY 25TH AUGUST, 2018 AT 1.30 PM
MUSIC by BRUCE MITCHELL and his BAND

COST $10.00
PROGRAMME
1. Browned Off R32 (rtr) John Drewry Greenburn Book 2
2. Bethankit J8x32 3rd Graded book
3. Mathilde is a Delight S3x32 Book 50
4. Craigleith R4x32 (sq set) 3rd Graded Book
5. A Trip to Glascow J6X32 RSCDS Leaflets
6. Bedrule S8x32 Book 33
7. The Morrison Measure  R5x32 Roy Goldring Reel for Alice
8. Les Remparts de Seville J8x32 Book 50
9.

Littl eods
R8x32

Bi | |
10. Happy Returns

S 8rd Gradéd Bpok1y.

Mi ss Milliganods

Afternoon Tea

11. Yan Tan Tethera J8x32

12. Deer Friends S8x32

13. A Birthday Smile R8x32
14. Rory OO6Mor e

15. Carol 6s Delight
16. The Highland Rambler R8x40

17. Scottish Waltz

Derek Haynes Carnforth Coll. 2
Bob Anderson St. Martin Coll. 1
Francis Walduck Brolga coll. 1
Book 1

Francis Walduck Brolga Coll. 2
Roy Goldring Leeds Silver Jubilee

S 4 X
Mi s c

J 6 x 3
S 3 X
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School Holiday Dancing

with the

Graceville Scottish Country Dancers

Graceville Club invite all dancers from SoutBastQueensland
to bring a young one to dancing whenever there is a Thursday class during the school
holidays.

Next dates:Thursdays 5 and 12 July2018

All ages welcome, come and dance with your children / grandchildren / friends
All young ones free.

Young - at- heart also welcome!

St Johnds Church hall, California Rc
9.30 for morning tea, dancing from 10am to midday, with a cuppa after (of course!)

For more information, contact Helen Draper (3379 7141, belendraper@bigpond.com

Sad News about The Clan MacKenzie Association

Sadly, The Clan MacKenzie Association has closed down after many active years supporting Sco
Country Dancing at the Uniting Church Hall, ggoStreet, Tarragindi. Similarly, the Advanced Skills
Class, which was held on the second Saturday of each month during the afternoon, will no longer
place.

The Branch has actively been seeking teachers to teach at the Advanced Skills Clasd)obitit wit
success, the few fully trained teachers available being so heavily committed.
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(OJRSCDS QLD 2000)

Reports to the QLD Branch AGM 27 MAY 2018
(Summarising activities for the 2017/18 Dancing Year)

Chai r miepod $ 2018

The Chairmanos Re p othe Yedr dst Apal R@1& i 81stfMarch 2018 including
subsequent events, is provided on Pages 1-4 of this issue of Scottish Ramble.

Tr e as wRepert 2018

The 2017-18 year was a successful year for the RSCDS Queensland Branch. The committee has
organi sed sever al events (Caloundr a, the Ball an
Dancers to enjoy. Also, our beginners class and the training of new teachers has been going ahead.
Considering all these branch activities, we ended the financial year with only a small loss and thanks
to various past winter school committees, the Queensland Branch is in a very good financial position.

Connie Witt

Member ship Secr 9208 yds Report

The majority of our members have now renewed their membership for the 2018-19 year, the period
from 01/04/18 to 31/03/19. Our numbers have now reached to 108, which is made up of 38 joint
members, 68 single members and 2 life members. 11 members have either newly joined this year or
have returned after some years of absence. A big thank you to all who are supporting our branch and
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through us the Scottish Head Quarter in Edinburgh, which is working hard to promote the dancing we
all love. Our head office fees will be submitted to Scotland in Oct 18.

Connie Witt

EventsCoor di nat ordd048 Repor t

We have once again had quite a busy time, with something on every month last year.

In June, we had our second weekend away in Caloundra, using the caravan park and the CCSA hall.
We had 57 people in total, with visiting teacher Steven McAleer, who was not only a great teacher,
but a joy to watch on the dance floor! Music was provided by Bruce Mitchell, Stella Wilkie, Calum
Marquis and Max Callen, and Paul and Denise Smith and Ken Rouse were our MCs. But the thing
we will probably remember the most was the morning tea on Sunday at the Caloundra Surf Club,
combined with a visit to the old lighthouses. Our weekend in Caloundra this year is in 2 weeks T |
hope youdbve got your forms in!

In July, we once again danced at Tartan Day, with Jenny Hacker providing a great commentary.
There were two sets, which was a great turnout, and a good opportunity to show off our best
covering!

In August, we were to dance at the Ekka. We pulled out, due to incredibly onerous restrictions and
paperwork. | put itin here to remind future committees not to do it if they ask again!

In September, a small group of us went to Warwick to help with the Scots-PGC College Ceilidh. We
had a great time, as did the students and their families.

In October, we were back in Caloundra for the 40" Anniversary Ball, with lain Mackenzie and Emma
Nixon playing. Sam Heron did a great job as MC, and, although it was pouring, there were almost 60
of us, and we all had a great time.

In November, we had the St Andrews Social in The Newmarket, once again with lain and Emma, but
this time David Poole was MC i another great evening.

Il n December we had a day of dance to test out
sets dancing, and we now have 40 dances ready for publication. All that remains is to transform the
instructions into the correct wording according to the RSCDS!

Af ter a suitable break over Bri sbaneds hot, ste

for our Aut umn Openi nfgst edterrmoonasocial. Althagh Bve asedcrbcorded
music, it was still an enjoyable afternoon, with about 50 people attending.

Thank you all for supporting these events, and may there be many more!

Cathy McLeod,
Events Co-ordinator.

Queens!| and Buwpod Greup Raport 062018

The Queensland Teachers Support Group holds free workshops for all teachers on Monday public
holidays. Last October, we went through the dances in the new book, Book 51. Our favourites were
New Year Jig, Fair Enough and Holyrood Strathspey.

This year, we have had two teacher training sessions for the exam candidates, to augment the
Monday evening classes. They are all enjoying learning the ways of the RSCDS, and are looking
forward to meeting Helen Russell, the current chairman of the society, who is coming to Australia in
September to examine the candidates, along with an Australian examiner.

Cathy McLeod and Heather Heron
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Branch Class Reports 2017/18

Branch Beginners Class

The Branch Beginners Class runs at Love St on a Monday evening from Easter until early December.
Air conditioning was installed in the hall over the Christmas holidays, and this has made the 5.30pm
start in hot weather much more pleasant. Some of the 2017 beginners have now joined the
intermediatecl ass, whil e others have chosen to attend
beginners are progressing well.

Deanne Corps and Cathy McLeod

Branch Intermediate/Advanced Class

The Intermediate-Advanced Class runs at Love St from March to December, after t he beg
class. As 2017 progressed, the standard of this class increased as new skills were learned. We
finished 2017 with a combined social for both classes. In 2018, this class is being used to train four
candidates for t e &@&B)drSegiemieex anesandiddtes ate all very grateful for

the support of the other dancers, who are learning the 12 required dances for Unit 2, as well as acting

as stooges for the teaching assignments for Unit 3.

Deanne Corps and Cathy McLeod

North side Class (Social)

This has been another year of fluctuating class attendance due partly to new dancers joining us and
some leaving, also to the inevitable flu season, other health issues, Winter School and State of
Origin, all of which have an impact.

Two new dancers joined us after the closure of their Irish Dance class and have integrated well,
steadily improving their standard of dancing. Two more dancers joined later in the year, but, not
having a dancing background found it more difficult, they made the wise decision to transfer to the
beginnersdé6 class and, hopefully, return to us |

We were all saddened by the closure of The Mackenzie class which was the foundation of Scottish
Country Dancing in QLD. However, we are pleased to have benefitted by welcoming two more
dancers to our class.

This year we met for our annual Christmas dinner at Café 63. The food and service were very good
and the company great.

| love teaching this class. Everyone works so well together and to watch a dance with good timing
and covering is sheer delight.

Thank you all for making Wednesdays such fun.
Leslye Buchanan

U3A Class - Redlands

The 2018 year has started well with 7 new U3A members joining the Monday afternoon class on 5™
March. We continue to meet at the St Jamesd Church of Engl and ha
Point.

U3A Redlands has an agreement with the Redland Shire Council that Council halls being used for
U3A purposes would only be charged a nominal rent. Upon being advised of this | approached the
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Parish office and late last year an agreement was reached with the Anglican Parish of Waterloo Bay
& U3A Redlands that the rental fee would be reduced to reflect the current policy of the Redland
Shire Council.

The result of the agreement means that not only will the class continue to be viable but it also allows
the class to be available to all USA Redlands members.

As | shall be overseas for a considerable period of time this year, it has been decided that Term 3 will
not take place except for the weeks that Mary Mullins is available to teach. Many thanks to Mary for
taking on this added responsibility.

Classes will finish on 26™ November. If anyone is free that particular day, please do join us for a fun
afternoon.

Heather Heron
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Club Reports 2017/2018

Atherton Scottish Country Dance Group

Social dancers from across the Atherton Tablelands continue to meet at 5.30 pm on Wednesday
evenings in St Josephs Parish Hall, in Jack Street, Atherton. A core group of around 8 middle age to
elderly dancers, with varying experience, enjoy learning new dances and reviewing previously taught
dances, under the expert tuition of Kylie Akers.

We were pleasantly surprised one evening with the unexpected attendance of two international
dancers from Scotland and Hungary. Fortunately, there were 10 local dancers in attendance that

ni ght, so Kylie was able to include ASouthern S
would have to be the highlight of the year.

Throughout the year, dancers performed demonstration medley sets at Burns Night, Tartan Night, St
Andrews Day and Harmony Day functions. These functions give us an opportunity to expose SCD to
the public, and to try to get new members. Last year we gained three new dancers from these events.

If any dancers decide to visit this wonderful area, we would gladly welcome you to our dance nights.
Kyl ieds contact number is 0417007432.

Ballina Scottish Country Dancers

The Ballina U3A group has been dancing for about 8 years and we continue to attract a few new
dancers each year. We generally have two sets with a mix of experiences. We try to travel to
nearby socials on the Gold Coast and would be happy to welcome any travellers to join us in Ballina
on a Tuesday afternoon at 4pm in the Presbyterian Church Hall.

Elspeth Lacey

Bundy Scottish Country Dancers

Bundy Scottish Country Dancers commenced dancing in 2002 with 3 founding members. Over the
past few years our membership has declined, but we had an increase to 20 members in the last year.

Over the last year the Newsmail and Guardian newspapers have been helpful with free Community
Notices and some photos.

Throughout the year we had normal teaching nights and once a month revision nights. We also had a
mid-year Pyjama theme night, and a White Christmas Party. We also enjoyed a BBQ and social get
together. Our tartan nights once a month are proving to be a bit of fun.

The Demonstration team was asked to perform for the twelfth year at the Crossroads disability group.
The night was a huge success with a lot of audience participation.

Bundy is looking forward to the 2018 year of dancing.

Janet Oliver
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Cleveland Scottish Country Dancers

Our group is going pretty well - usually two sets on the floor. We are trying to find some newies
through advertisi ng i n the | ocal ragsoé community noti
hope to pick up humbers from the U3A SCD class in the same
hall run by our Chairman, Heather Heron, on a Monday
afternoon.

We have only had one request for a demonstration in the past
12 months, and that was the Christmas party at Wellington
Park Aged Care facility...lots of fun, and the pay was good - a
packet of Belgian chocolates each!

Visitors are very welcome on a Friday night, and we always
offer what is probably the best supper around the place, so if .
you are in the vicinity, pop in for an enjoyable and stress-free evening.

Geoff Thompson

Gold Coast Scottish Country Dancers

Class nights began in March with good attendances which continued throughout the year. After
bumper celebrations for our 40" anniversary in 2016, we were hoping for a good follow up 41% year
and were not disappointed. Being part of a club filled with enthusiastic and happy dancers and
dedicated teachers is an absolute joy.

We are very fortunate to have Judy and Andrew Ross travel from Jiggi in NSW most weeks, together
with Sharna Glasser from Brunswick Heads. Jan Nicol and Douglas Milroy also frequently drive
down from Brisbane to join the class.

We welcomed several new dancers during the year and they have enjoyed the weekly classes and
our social events. The teaching roster continues to be shared by Carol Aitken, Sandra Bell, Janet
Mole, Gill Purcell and myself. Elspeth Lacey and Nidra Aitken assist with recaps at the socials.

As with life in general, dancing is a mix of many highs and some lows. On a very sad note, Peggy
Simmons passed away in August at the conclusion of a 3 month overseas holiday. Peggy was the
club secretary for many years so as well as missing her as a friend and fellow dancer, her passing

ce

l eft an immense void from the committeeds pers

attended Peggyd6s memori al service where John
Prayer i the Irish version. We met family members we had heard so much about previously and
were able to express to them how much we also will miss Peggy.

A different type of loss occurred towards the end of the year when Olive Bowly advised she was
retiring from dancing and moving to Port Macquarie to live near family. Olive has enjoyed Scottish
Country dancing for over 25 years and has always been very supportive of the committee and
encouraging to beginners. She was farewelled at the Christmas party on December 10th.

During the year we purchased a new laptop computer and speaker for our music system. lan Aitken
| oaded the clubb6s CD Ilibrary on to the drive
now have joined many other groups in embracing more modern technology.

Our 3 annual events - the May social, the Tea Dance in August and the Summer Ball in November
were all well attended with many welcome visitors enjoying the dance programs. The Black Bear
Duo, lain Mckenzie and Emma Nixon played for the Tea Dance and Ball and their music gets better
and better. It is very pleasing to see how much dancers enjoy the live music. What better way to end
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a program when the Black Bear Duo are playing
version is amazing.

On behalf of the teachers, | wish to thank Carol Aitken who provides valuable support from her many
years of teaching experience. Thank you also to lan Aitken for piping our socials and to Sue Hallam
who plays the music on class nights which greatly assists the teachers.

In conclusion, a big thank you to our dancers who come along each week to enjoy the class and keep
the club an inclusive and fun place to be.

Last but not least, sincere thanks to our committee members whose hard work ensures the club stays
on track.

Dot Merriman
President

Graceville Scottish Country Dancers

When we danced at Warwick last year, we had our own mini-social, and Jenny Morris filmed some of

us dancing Broadway t oTh& clipisrew dhithe Scotesh Coantry Dancs i ¢ .
Dictionary website, and you can all see it. Go to https://www.scottish-country-dancing-
dictionary.com/video/broadway.html and there itis! We parti cul arly 1 i ked dai
Rai no!

Last year concluded with two Christmas socials at our Oxley hall, both with Bruce Mitchell providing
music, for the Thursday daytime class and the evening one on Friday.

Before that, we provided a demonstration and participation dancing for the Christmas party for the
Oxl ey Menbdbs Shed, which is underneath the hall \
have joined our Friday classes this year following their introduction.

Thursday class beginners are improving and it is a well-liked class. Daytime is proving popular.

The School Holiday classes for children are a great success
future.

, helping to provide dancers for the

)

Teacher and tutor, Cathy McLeod, is also training two
Graceville dancers, Connie Witt and Marg Bond, to prepare
themfort he teachersdé6 exams in

Graceville dancers participated in Branch functions 1
Caloundra weekend, Tartan day, Warwick ceilidh, last
year 6s St Andrewds <c¢cl osing
this year.

The photograph above shows Graceville dancers, appropriately, dancing Black Mountain Reel on
Friday 13" April 2018.

Helen Draper

Gympie Scottish Country Dancers

Great dancing and friendships were once again enjoyed over the past 12 months.

Our class still welcomes dancers from Noosa U3A Class and Nambour Class on a regular basis.
Many thanks for their willingness to travel the highway.

We had a great night when we hosted the Dance SE Queensland Tour Group during our regular
class and our dancers who do not travel enjoyed dancing, meeting and mixing with dancers from
other areas and parts of Australia.
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Once again Kay travelled to the National Folk Festival in Canberra and this year there were 7
dancers from our Sunshine Coast area dancing up a storm at classes in Canberra. They had a
fantastic time before the festival even started. Then attended as many dancing sessions (including
the Scottish Ball) as was physically possible. Not finished with dancing when the festival was over
they then attended more classes before the journey home to Queensland.

Kay Callen

Maleny Scottish Country Dancers

Dancing at Maleny has continued in our usual happy, relaxed fashion, with Helen, Deanne and Linda sharing
the duties.

The Presbyterian Church has done a great deal of renovation to the hall, so we now arrive to a more upmarket
venue, with the air conditioning very popular during our hot summer.

We enjoyed three 'summer' dance nights during the holidays, thanks to Linda and a group of us danced in the
rain in Maleny's Main Street on Australia Day. We have averaged around 10/12 most nights this year, with a
couple of lightbulb moments when we had 2 full sets! Only one of the new recruits has continued, which is a
bit disappointing.

Karen and Helen attended the opening social which was a happy, friendly occasion with some great, popular
and favourite dances. We turn up at Nambour sometimes and always receive a cheerful welcome.

Linda, Peter and Helen have booked in to the teachers' classes during the Caloundra weekend.

Our Christmas Social last December was a great success with 5 sets starting the night. Our sincere thanks to
the dancers who travelled far to attend and a reminder that this year it is on Saturday, December 1st.

Many thanks to the society and committee for their support.

Helen Jackson

Nambour Scottish Country Dancers

Scottish Country Dancing is still going well in Nambour
with an average of 2x3couple sets on Thursday nights.

We are looking forward to our Annual Social (18 Years!)
which we have decided to hold as an Afternoon Tea
Dance, following many requests, on Saturday 25th
August, from 1-30 to 5-30 pm at Palmwoods Memorial
Hall, Palmwoods.

Some of our dancers have been very busy going to
Canberra for Easter Celtic Week of Dance. Many thanks
goes to Kay Callen for teaching at Nambour while Paula
and John took an extended caravan holiday to Tasmania.

The photo shows Sunshine Coast dancers at our 2017 Social.
Paula and John O06Shea

Noosa U3A Scottish Country Dancers

Our first Tea Dance, which now replaces our Annual Social, was
held 3/6/17. Thirty nine dancers attended and all enjoyed an
afternoon of dancing. The program was devised to cater to all
levels of skill. Music was provided by Bruce, Max and Martin.
Thanks were extended to those who travelled long distances to
support our Dance.
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The next maj or event at Noosa i n
Queensl anddé dancers in October. N i
them join in our class. Tartan was the order of the day and was on
display. After Class finished, everyone adjourned to the Royal Mail Hotel
in Tewantin for a nice | unch and sol

# Christmas break followed and soon it was 2018. Our dancing year began

. with our informal get-together barbecue and dance on the banks of the
Noosa River. Sunshine, BBQ and dancing under the trees to live music 1
Magi c! ltdéds now a permanent fixtur .

Class began 22/1/18 and we quickly settled down to learning new dances.
Class numbers are remaining stable and are supported further by dancers
from other clubs.

Over the Easter weekend, some of our dancers travelled to
Canberra for the annual Folk Festival. Many types of dancing
were enjoyed whilst there, including a Scottish Ball. Those who
attended took their caravans and campervans and camped at the
event.

Next event on our Noosa calendar is our 2" Tea Dance, to be
held on 23/6/18 with a 1 for 1:30 start. Music is again promised by
Bruce, Martin and Max. Il tds s
dancing. Mark it on your calendar! Hope to see you there!

Contacts Joanne Kjorstad 07 5447 1938
Jim Duncan 040 150 4077

Schiehallion Scottish Country Dance Club

The Schiehallion SCD Club is now in its second year, and although it is a
small group it is a very happy, sociable group of dancers. It is essentially a
teaching Club, where we work on improving technique, foot work and the
learning of new formations while having great enjoyment from being able to
access new and challenging dances. We run an interesting program, using
newly published books as well as learning the older RSCDS dances from
the early books.

. On the first Monday of the month, we have our Supper dance. This is a
soual program where we focus on popular dances from the list published by the International
Branch. We have six or seven dances on the program and stop for supper in the middle of the
program. Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy a social evening of dance and
conviviality with us.

We meet every Monday i Easter and public holidays included, from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm. The
venue is the Uniting Church Hall in Pope St, Tarragindi. If you are interested in polishing your
dancing skills and having lots of fun, you will be made very welcome. If you are a Beginner who
would love to extend your knowledge and skills, you will also be made very welcome. Both of the
Club teachers are fully qualified, experienced RSCDS teachers, having obtained their qualifications in
Scotland. One of the teachers was also selected to dance in the Demonstration team at Summer
School in St Andrews, Scotland, a great honour.

Soiif youbdbre after great dancing, excellent tea
programs, come and enjoy a class at the Schiehallion SCD Club.

Denise and Paul Smith
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StPhilp6s Scottish Country Dancer

Classes this year ran from mid-February to early December, commencing again in February 2018.
(The annual Summer Class danced in this hall in the intervening period.). Desley Butters -
Whitehouse is chairman, supported by Treasurer Agnes Elkenhans, Secretary Sandra Griffiths.

We dance on Tuesday evening and have an average attendance of 12 i 16. Our teachers are
Connie Witt, Mary Davidson, Desley Butters-Whitehouse and Robin Craig. Many thanks to these
enthusiastic hard working people without whom we would not have our pleasurable classes.

We hosted a Saturday afternoon tea dance fATea w
Max Callen played for the event. We happily welcomed visitors from many other clubs. An enjoyable
afternoon. We learned that about 11 dances best fit this time!!

St Philips are planning to host another afternoon dance later this year - date to be decided.

We have tried to increase our numbers. We have letter-box-dropped the local area and dispersed
fliers to libraries etc. Our numbers however have not increased.

St Philips have enjoyed this last year and sincerely thank our teachers for their dedication. We look
forward to an active busy 2018.

Sandra Griffiths

The Clan MacKenzie Associatio n

A REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CLAN MACKENZIE ASSOCIATION DURING 2017

As an incorporated association, the Clan Mackenzie Association (Queensland) Inc. was managed by
an elected committee in accord with t he Office gf Gdirr e
Trading and its own Constitution.

The Associationés Scottish Country Dancing cl as
Pope Street, Tarragindi, as in previous years. The forty Wednesday evening classes attracted
between fifteen and sixteen dancers per session, which was, on average, two or three more per class
than in 2016. The eight Saturday afternoon classes averaged just over eighteen dancers per session,

or four more per class than in 2016.

These attendance figures were the highest recorded by the Clan MacKenzie in recent years, and
were evidence of the high regard in which the Association is held by the local Scottish Country
Dancing community. There is no doubt that this popularity was largely due to the skill, dedication and
vivacity of the Associationés two highly qualif
Aitken, who conducted their classes with authority and verve throughout the year.

The Association was reliant on membership charges and dancing class fees for its financial viability
during 2017. There were increases in costs, notably for the hiring of the hall, but these were covered
by the larger income resulting from the higher attendance figures and were not passed on to
members. Annual membership charges and class fees remained the same as in previous years.

The Clan MacKenzie donated $1000 to charity at the end of 2017, with $100 of this amount being
all ocated to the Cancer Council 6s research pr o
charityfund-r ai si ng was done entirely by the Associati
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Members also regularly volunteered their help in the hall before and after classes and during the
break and did much to promote that stimulating, inclusive and supportive environment which has
always been a part of Scottish Country Dancing and for which the Clan Mackenzie has long been
renowned.

The management committee of the Clan MacKenzie Association met at regular intervals during 2017,
as required by the Constitution. It was announced that several key positions on the committee would
fall vacant in 2018 and members were encouraged to nominate for election to these positions. They
were reminded that, without a management committee, the Association would no longer be able to
operate in its present format.

The Clan MacKenzie published a bi-monthly newsletter throughout 2017. The Association also
organized three social activities, all of which were well attended. In February, members got together
for a start-up party and, in May and October, they met at the Holland Park Hotel for Sunday Lunch.

By the end of 2017, the Clan MacKenzie Association could proudly state that it had been successfully
providing enjoyable, well structured, high quality, social dancing activities for its members for over
sixty years. It was well managed and financially viable and continued to hold the goodwill and
confidence of its members.

Tony Hallett

The Gap Scottish Country Dancers

The Gap Scottish Country Dancers continue to enjoy dancing every Thursday evening with good
teachers and good company. We dance from 7.30pm to 9.30pm then catch up on the goss at supper.
This is a welcoming, friendly club and we love to see new faces.

As it has been so hot for so long, the club raised the cash from their monthly bring and buy table to
purchase a decent large fan this year.

It has been difficult at times to keep up attendances and have enough dancers to form a set
occasionally, due to a series of illnesses, injuries, family issues, etc. However, we have welcomed a
few new dancers over the past 12 months and some of them are experienced dancers, so we have
managed to stay active and dancing.

In 2017 we had mini-socials every 6 weeks, however this year, the committee reduced it to 4 mini-
socials overall. The final one for the year will be the Christmas breakup in December (date yet to be
decided).

Chris Warner

Toowoomba Scottish Country Dancers

Toowoomba is still a small group, we finished last year with a small social on Friday 24 November.
We started dancing again this year in February. We spent the first weeks learning the dances for the
opening social in April as it was an afternoon event and that suited us. Unfortunately only 3 of us
were able to make it to the social and we had a very good afternoon.

Margaret Connell
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Townsville Scottish Country Dancing Group Inc.

During January 2017, the Townsville Scottish Dancers practiced the Piper and the Penguin with the
intention of performing this dance at the very friendly and relaxed Burns in the Bush celebrations on
28th January at the Thuringowa RSL, Kelso. However, on that night, a sudden and prolonged power
outage put a hiccup in the proceedings. Despite this setback, our President Leigh Winsor gave the
AToast to the Lassieso s pe arthSjlke tegponded in dine foronu The t e
guests were most inventive and thank goodness for the light provided by mobile phones! Two of our
members, Daniel Goulding and Doug Silke exhibited their talents in Highland dancing performing the
Double Swordsdance,br i I | i antly done in Atwilight condit:i
battle i a real achievement at the best of times, but under those conditions, an excellent
performance. Unfortunately, the keynote speech by another of our dancers, Brian McWilliams, into
which he had invested so much thought and effort, was sadly limited by the power outage. We all had

a memorable night albeit without country dancing, though given the very humid and hot conditions we

are sure that we would have finished as grease-spots on the floor had we attempted to dance.

Our normal dancing resumed on 6" February. During the year our members performed
demonstration dances on 18™ March at the Metropole Hotel to the music of Celtic Fyre for the Fund-
Raising concert forthe Cel ti ¢ Festi val, at the Clansmanos
participated in the Tartan Day celebrations in the City Mall on 18th June. A very successful Gillies
and Gowns supper dance was held on our regular Monday dance night at St Andr e wo's  H&"l |
August. During September and October, our teacher Margaret and husband Doug were holidaying
interstate, so Heather Campbell, Daniel Goulding and Leigh Winsor shared the teaching load using
detailed instructions kindly prepared in advance by Margaret. Our experience as novices gave us a
reall appreciation of 1 Manoal beertafddskitte® Boctunatetygourslancets| s
were most forgiving of their trainee teachetrrsd
very pleased when Margaret Walter stepped in to take our classes before Margaret Silke returned to
again take the teaching helm.

Our dancing year concluded on Friday 15th December with our annual Christmas Party at the AWU
hall, this time with a Reindeer theme. We usually hold this event in lieu of our last Monday class, but
the unavailability of the hall meant this year the function was held on a Friday evening later in the
month, which saw numbers down on previous years. The smaller group lead to lively interchanges
with a very social atmosphere and a good time was had by all. After a lovely dinner provided by
Cusine-to-Go, we all participated in a Scottish Country Dancing Brain Teaser to get our neurons
working, followed by Reindeer Bingo, that was not without some humorous controversy initiated by
the younger set at the far table. With dinner settled and brains now wide awake, we finished the
evening with a selection of dances that are particularly popular with our members.

This year we welcomed visitors from NZ, the USA, as well as some visiting family members from
interstate. Attendance and membership numbers fluctuated during 2017 through iliness, travel and
family commitments. We were very sorry to bid farewell to Brian and Carol McWilliams who relocated

to NSW, and Jim and Loraine McCulloch who moved to Warrick, but we welcomed back Ann
Mor et on, and new members Carolyn and Peter 006 S
hovers around 30. During 2017 t heomnittee einbadkedeow @ s
building program resulting in their increasing use of the hall, for both activities and storage which
reduced the amount of floor space for dancing. For some time TDSC had being looking for an air-
conditioned hall that would make dancing more comfortable in the hotter months of the year,
particularly important given our aging membership. Such venues, particularly with a suitable floor,
proved to be very scarce in Townsville. Finally, late in the year we learned that Monday evenings
were vacant in the Suburban Bowling Cl-cordifiochedarus t
had a sprung wooden floor, lift, kitchen and toilets. Following suitable representation to the SBC we
trialed the hall for four weeks i dancing at that time of the year in a spacious air-conditioned hall was
wonderful and was popular with all our members, so we booked the hall for our use throughout 2018.
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Sadly, our | ong association with St Andrewbs came
allow us comfortable dancing during over the whole year and may help us to maintain and possibly
grow our regular membership.

In conclusion, on behalf of all TSCD members we give our thanks to the Committee for their support
for our Group during the year. Marion Milton is thanked for so ably continuing to manage our
finances, Ray and Ann Hosken thanked for their support and advice, and our appreciation to Kay for
her creative talents with the Christmas Party entertainment, personalized SCD-themed Birthday
cards, and other secretarial duties. Also, on behalf of all our dancers | especially thank Margaret Silke
for her teaching skills that she brings each week to make our dancing nights so enjoyable, and
thanks also to Margaret Wal t er and Merryl Mu
Finally, a big THANK YOU all our regular members and friends for helping make Scottish Country
Dancing such an enjoyable and very friendly mental, physical and social activity here in Townsuville.

L. Winsor

Other Scottish Country Dance Clubs

Contact details for all clubs are available in this Scottish Ramble page
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